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ABSTRACT 



These guidelines and activities in economic 
education represent one part of a series developed through the 
combined efforts of hundreds of teachers from twenty-three school 
districts in the State of Washington and one in Montana over a period 
of three years. The paramount purpose of the guides is to help 
implement a program of integrating economics into the curriculum at 
all grade levels. The overall objective is to insure that every '^igh 
school graduate has acquired a critical way of thinking about 
economic matters and problems through the use of scientific methods. 
The major economic point to be learned in the seventh grade. The 
Eastern Hemisphere, is that every society must have some organized 
approach to economic deci sicn-making. Western Europe as a 
decentralized system, the Soviet Union as a centralized system, and 
Sub-Saharan Africa are studied. The major theme in the eighth grade 
is the United States today and how it has changed over the years and 
includes study of big business, organized labor, government role, 
competition, industrialization and urbanization, and international 
trade and investment. In the ninth grade, three major emphases 
appear: the characteristics, growth, and problems of growth in the 
State of Washington. The teaching guide for each grade includes: 
ideas and concepts, technique suggestions, and a bibliography of 
materials. (SBE) 
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ECONOMICS IN THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL assumes a social study content of the Eastern Hemi- 
sphere in the seventh grade; United States History in the eighth; and Washington State History 
and Government in the ninth. Although, from community to community content may vary somev/hat, 
the economic concepts fo be taught can be keyed into varied social studies content. 
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The Soviet Union is an example of a country where primary emphasis is placed on centralized 
decision-making. The government makes the basic decisions with respect to WHAT, HOW, and FOR WHOM 
by drawing up a central plan for the running of the economy, which all citizens must accept. At 
present there are signs that soi.ie elements of market decision-making are being introduced into 
the Soviet economy. 
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role played by government, the changing nature of competition (less price competition, more inno- 
vation, more advertising, etc.), the industrialization and urbanization of the nation, and the 
increasing involvement of the United States in the world economy through international trade and 
i nvestment. 



The achievements of the American economic system can be discussed in light of such goals as 
economic growth, greater economic security, increased economic justice, and the preservation of 
our basic economic freedoms. Some of the unsolved problems, which the coming generation will 
have to face, can also be identified, e.g., problems associated with urban growth, poverty, rapidly 
changing technology, etc. 
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ECONOMIC EDUCATION IN GRADE SEVEN 
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The means of production should belong to Communists believe that if the state (all the people 

the society as a whole. together) owns the productive resources, there are no 

owners to exploit workers. 

Capitalism should be overthrown to establish 
a dictatorship of the working class. 
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Various probiet.''S have led the Soviet leadership Differences in wages are used as incentives to increase pro- 
to make some changes in their system. duction and to lead workers into jobs where the government 

wants more workers. Recently some effort has been made to 
base planning for production of consumer goods more on actual 
consumer preferences. 
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ways of directing their economies. 

The economic systems of most African countries African countries vary as to the "mix" of their economic 

include some elements of tradition, a market systems. There is also frequent change due to the unstable 

system, and centralized decision-making. political structure in some countries. In many rural areas 

traditional attitudes and ways persist, e.g., in farming. 
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however, borrow savings from other countries. They can also 
use the technological progress that has been developed by 
others . 
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Tribal traditions hinder economic development. 
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Tociay a young job-seeker has choices such as being a box boy 
or having a newspaper route. 
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hand, many cattle are brought to the market but not many 
buyers are ”in the market" for cattle, competition among 
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There has been a decline in the traditional Consider the number of different kinds of every product that 

kind of competition which was character i zed are available now in contrast to the limited choices of earlier 

by large numbers of sellers, freedom of times. Some industries, such as automobile, steel, or aircraft 

entry into industry, identical product, and require such huge capital outlay that only a few sel'ers can 
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from other countries such as English china, French perfume, 
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Some of the characteristics of a growing Washington's population increased a half-million people in 

economy are usually: each of the two recent decades for gains of 51% in the I 940 's 

and 20% in the I 950 's. Population growth in this region has 
A growing population. been greater than the national average. A larger local market 

has developed. 
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Increasing productivity means that one worker Productivity has risen because of an increase in human skills 

working one hour can produce more than formerly. (Washington’s investment in education has played an important 

Such an increase comes partly from greater part - public schools, community colleges, Washington State 

skills and knowledge acquired by workers. University, University of Washington); increased efficiency in 

partly because they have newer and more production because of technological advances stemming from 
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